The Franco-Russian Conversations
The French Promise of Support and the Moderating
Advice of Viviani
It is true that Paleologue gave Sazonov a promise of
France's full co-operation as an ally; and it was to this
promise that the Russian Minister referred when, after
Pourtales's disturbing communication, he announced his
decision to hasten Russian preparations in view of the
imminent prospect of war; and for which he thanked the
Quai d'Orsay, as a declaration "especially valuable in
present circumstances."(i5) It is possible that this pro-
mise "strengthened the hands" of Sazonov. What is in
any case certain is that the decision of the Russian
Minister was the result of the German ambassador's
communication, which he regarded as a threat.
Be that as it may, Viviani lost no time in clarifying the
French position. France, he wrote, would not shirk the
duties of her alliance; but in the interests of general
peace and in view of the fact that conversations were in
progress among the Powers less directly involved, "I
think it would be desirable that, in any measures of
precaution and defence she may see fit to set in motion,
Russia should not at present take any step which would
offer Germany a pretext for general or partial mobili-
zation of her forces." These instructions to Paleologue
were approved by the French Cabinet.(r6)
The Statement of Messimy, Minister for War
It has been suggested that these dispositions in French
official circles were to some extent contradicted by a
certain conversation which Messimy, the Minister for
War, had with Isvolsky, the Russian ambassador in Paris.
According to Isvolsky's statement,(i7) the same idea was
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